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ZIBULO COLLIERY HANDS OVER THE ZAMELANI ABADALA AGED GROUP CENTRE IN 

MPUMALANGA  

Thungela’s Zibulo Colliery officially handed over newly built and refurbished facilities to the Zamelani 
Abadala Centre for the Aged as part of their social and labour plan (SLP). The centre provides care and 
support for 120 elderly people in the Lebohang and Leandra communities in the Govan Mbeki 
Municipality. In addition, the dedicated volunteers also provide home-based care for over 60 elders who 
are unable to visit the centre.  

At the centre, the elderly are served with nutritional meals, and are encouraged to exercise and 
participate in sports activities, adult education, and crafts in a relaxed and safe environment. The R3.2 
million centre boasts a consultation and examination room where the Department of Health and Social 
Development provides healthcare and social services. It also has a fully equipped kitchen, bathing 
facilities, offices for on-site caregivers, a dining hall, and a greenhouse for vegetable gardening.  

This SLP is in line with our impact goal of enhancing services and improving the quality of life within 
host communities. The construction of the centre was awarded to a host community supplier, Nothas 
Enterprise. More than 20 community members were employed during the construction of the centre. 
Eight other local companies carried out various other services including landscaping, plumbing, glass 
fitting, electric work, security and transportation.  

Eugene Moremi, Zibulo Colliery general manager, said: “These facilities have not only transformed the 
physical space of the centre, but has also brought renewed hope, dignity, and comfort for the elderly 
residents. For many, the centre is more than just a place of care, it’s a community where they can find 
companionship and support. We could not have done it alone and are grateful for the collaboration that 
has brought this project to life. This is how we are creating value together, for a shared future.”  

During his keynote address at the ceremony, executive mayor of the Govan Mbeki Municipality, 
Councillor Nhlakanipho Zuma, stated, “This refurbishment project at the Zamelani Abadala Aged Group 
Centre highlights the importance of investing in our communities. We are grateful to Thungela for not 
only improving the living conditions of our elderly residents but also for empowering local enterprises 
and contractors from our municipality to do the same.” 

In expressing his appreciation, Abednego Lukhele, chairperson of Zamelani Abadala Aged Group, 
remarked on the significance of the newly developed facilities. He noted the project as an achievement 
not only for the elderly but also the staff of local volunteers who support them. “The upgrades of the 
facilities will allow us to deliver essential services with dignity and respect to our elderly and also 
promote a sense of belonging,” said Lukhele. 

Previously, the centre operated from two four-room houses, which included a simple office, storeroom, 
kitchen, and bathroom facilities, with a separate small dining hall for men. An asbestos building served 
as a dining hall, which required the residents to split into groups for meals and indoor activities.   
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Editor’s note:  

Thungela, which means ‘to ignite’ in isiZulu, is a large pure-play producer and exporter of thermal coal 
based on aggregate coal reserves and marketable coal production, operating in South Africa and 
Australia. 

The Group owns interests in and produces its thermal coal from seven mining operations located in the 
Mpumalanga province of South Africa. These operations consist of both underground and opencast 
mines: Goedehoop, Greenside, Isibonelo, Khwezela, AAIC (operating the Zibulo Colliery), Mafube Coal 
Mining (operating the Mafube Colliery), and Butsanani Energy (owning the independently operated 
Rietvlei Colliery). 

In 2023, Thungela, through its subsidiary Sungela, acquired 85% of the Ensham Coal Mine in 
Queensland, Australia. This marked a significant move towards executing one of the Group’s strategic 
pillars: geographic diversification. Ensham is an underground operation and the latest addition to 
Thungela’s portfolio. 

The establishment of Thungela Marketing International in the United Arab Emirates underscores 
Thungela’s commitment to capturing the full margin on our products and engagement with the global 
commodities market as a global coal producer. 

In other parts of the value chain, Thungela holds a 50% interest in Phola Coal Processing Plant and 
a 23% indirect interest in Richard’s Bay Coal Terminal. The terminal is one of the world’s leading coal 
export terminals, with an advanced 24-hour operation and a design capacity of 91Mtpa. 
 

Thungela is committed to operating responsibly and igniting value for a shared future. We want to 
ensure that our mining activities positively impact our employees, shareholders, and communities. 

For further information about Thungela, please visit www.thungela.com. 
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