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Thungela hands over a newly built, fully furnished art studio to Dr Esther Mahlangu 

Today, Thungela handed over a newly constructed art studio in the form of a modern hut, to Dr Esther 
Mahlangu at her home in Mthambothini, KwaNdebele, Mpumalanga. Affectionately known as Gogo 
Esther Mahlangu, the world-renowned icon has shared her bright and colourful patterns of the Ndebele 
nation across the globe for years. Her work of art has travelled far, from the walls of her village to famous 
galleries worldwide.  

The art studio is a dedicated space where Gogo Esther can display her artistic legacy easily accessible 
to the community. The presence of her work will inspire future generations of talented creatives in the 
area. In addition, the art studio is a new addition to the tourism landscape of Mpumalanga, and it will 
hopefully encourage local tour guides and stimulate the tourism economy.   

July Ndlovu, Thungela CEO, acknowledged the significance of supporting Gogo Esther's work, saying: 
“As South Africa celebrates Heritage month, Thungela is honoured to contribute to the legacy of an 
iconic figure whose work has put the Ndebele art on the global map. When the Mpumalanga 
Government made a call for us to build a structure for Dr Mahlangu, we heeded the call and came 
onboard.”  

“This art studio will allow her to showcase her work to the local community and to tourists in this 
province. Here at her home, many will cherish and celebrate this rich Ndebele cultural heritage through 
her work.” 

“Our involvement in this project stems from our deep-rooted presence in the Mpumalanga province, 
where all our South African operations are situated. In addition, as a business we are committed to 
respecting and preserving the culture, traditions, customs, and values of the communities where we 
operate.”  

The opening of the art studio is a dream come true for Gogo Esther. She said, “This studio is not just 
for me, but for the entire KwaNdebele nation. Today, I am filled with gratitude, and I want to thank 
Thungela, the Mpumalanga government, our traditional leaders, and partners who were involved in 
making this art studio possible. This art studio will help inspire local youth, and particularly those 
interested in the arts. I also hope that tourists and visitors from other cultures will better appreciate our 
rich Ndebele culture as they interact with my work when they visit the studio.”  

Gogo Esther has already started the journey to educating local youth about art. She has founded the 
Esther Mahlangu Art School in her village, dedicated to preserving and passing on traditional Ndebele 
painting techniques to younger generations, ensuring that the art form remains vibrant and relevant for 
years to come. 

Thungela’s contribution to this initiative promotes the arts while supporting local entrepreneurship to 
help create economic opportunities that will benefit the community for generations to come.  
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Editor’s note:  

Thungela, which means ‘to ignite’ in isiZulu, is a large pure-play producer and exporter of thermal coal 
based on aggregate coal reserves and marketable coal production, operating in South Africa and 
Australia. 

The Group owns interests in and produces its thermal coal from seven mining operations located in the 
Mpumalanga province of South Africa. These operations consist of both underground and opencast 
mines: Goedehoop, Greenside, Isibonelo, Khwezela, AAIC (operating the Zibulo Colliery), Mafube Coal 
Mining (operating the Mafube Colliery), and Butsanani Energy (owning the independently operated 
Rietvlei Colliery). 

In 2023, Thungela, through its subsidiary Sungela, acquired 85% of the Ensham Coal Mine in 
Queensland, Australia. This marked a significant move towards executing one of the Group’s strategic 
pillars: geographic diversification. Ensham is an underground operation and the latest addition to 
Thungela’s portfolio. 

The establishment of Thungela Marketing International in the United Arab Emirates underscores 
Thungela’s commitment to capturing the full margin on our products and engagement with the global 
commodities market as a global coal producer. 

In other parts of the value chain, Thungela holds a 50% interest in Phola Coal Processing Plant and 
a 23% indirect interest in Richard’s Bay Coal Terminal. The terminal is one of the world’s leading coal 
export terminals, with an advanced 24-hour operation and a design capacity of 91Mtpa. 
 

Thungela is committed to operating responsibly and igniting value for a shared future. We want to 
ensure that our mining activities positively impact our employees, shareholders, and communities. 

For further information about Thungela, please visit www.thungela.com. 
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